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Analysis of Jackson Pollock’s Painting

Artist’s Name: Jackson Pollock	
Title of the Work: Black and White (Number 6)
Date of the Work: 1951
Country/Culture: USA (American)
Media: Enamel on canvas 
Size: about 56 by 45 inches 

Context
 This is one of Jackson Pollock’s drip paintings, which were inspired by the Abstract Expressionist movement in art. The painting focuses on creating an artwork that defies any form of conventional explanation. For instance, this painting does not show the image of something specific but depicts a distinct style of art. The black and white colour gives it a gloomy mood and intriguing touch. Considering it was made when Pollock was struggling with alcoholism, it can be as one of the ways to express the difficult state in which his mind was. As explained in the textbook, “This method of painting is the natural growth out of a need” (p. 548). This shows that his style was authentic and intended to convey a particular message. Looking at the painting, the viewer cannot simply what it represents, but has to dig deeper and connect with the artist’s life in order to decipher his intention. This is an artwork that cannot be understood with words or images but must be seen and experienced in order to be understood. Psychoanalysts argue that any artist that wishes to appeal to the subconscious must get rid of the typical use of images or pictures. This is what Pollock does in this painting, in order to trigger the imagination and curiosity of the audience.

Aesthetic Significance
 The image has gloomy shade as well as rough texture, which is typical of Pollock’s works. The lack of eye-catching and elaborate colours or images gives a dark tonality to the painting, which conveys the austere situation in which Pollock’s life was. The choice of colors further helps to enhance the expression of somber mood. Pollock is also renowned for his surrealist works depicting private symbols and abstract figures (p. 546). The rough texture of the image conveys the vagueness of the artist’s message. It is as if he did not want the viewer to always think of something specific upon seeing the image. According to the text, the style used by expressionist artists synthesizes figure and a unique surrounding that evokes the concept of a sculptural presence (p. 547). The aesthetic significance of the painting lies in its ability to seduce the imagination of the audience and communicate a message about the author.

Perspective
 In my opinion, this painting is a genuine portrayal of Pollock’s dark periods in his life. The artist was able to clearly communicate his mind through the choice of style, color, and texture. The white and black colours are used in harmony to bring up the gloomy hue of the painting. The rough texture is demonstrated by the bold and complex brush strokes. There is no viewer who would understand the painting outrightly, but they have to take time and get to know the author. For Pollock, his ultimate intent was to make the viewer feel his actions. Through the use tactical of color, texture, and style he created an artwork that conveys a feeling of motion and a specific atmosphere without the use of pictures. When one stands in front of this painting, they can almost sense the scenario in which it was made. The painting is a tangible and visible representation of a part of Pollock’s life, hat but now existing in an artistic format, which one can only understand by seeing and interacting intellectually with it. It’s neither a picture nor a false narrative. In addition, it evokes a feeling of intrigue and complexity. This is exemplified by Pollock’s expression that “I continue to get further away from the usual painter’s tool such as the easel” (p. 546). This illustrates his desire for authenticity and uniqueness. There is no doubt that this particular painting exhibits an aspect of chaotic fury, but maybe this is why it remains intriguing to the viewers.There is no really definite subject for this paintings but the viewer is free to interact with it at a personal level and derive their own meaning. In essence, their only explanation for such a painting what the audience feel when they look at it. 

